P SC 4093-900:  Senior Capstone

Prof. Shortle






W 6:30-9:20PM

Office:  Dale Hall Tower 214



Class location:  DAHT 205C

allysonshortle@ou.edu




Office hours: W 2:45-4:00PM


Bias, Bigotry, & Blame:  Bias hinders progress.  At times, it has led countries to fight one another, individuals to make suboptimal decisions, and researchers to report false positives.  Why does bias flourish in so many facets of our lives- importantly, in our politics?  What are the effects of extreme political bias?  This capstone course will cover a wide variety of topics in American politics that address these issues of bias.  Within each of these discussions, we will also cover topics related to effective writing techniques for crafting social science research articles.  Students will be expected to craft a substantial independent research project and present it to the class.  Some of the more specific questions we will examine throughout the course will be: Can we identify who is- and who is not- a racist?  Are there such things as “gendered issues”?  Does a political party “own” science?  Can research ever truly be unbiased?  Is there a difference between patriotism and nationalism?  Why doesn’t the public like intellectualism in their elected officials?  And, who is to blame for these problems of bias?

This purpose of this course is for you to develop a project that interests you.  We will workshop ideas, and work collaboratively to help you realize how to come to a research question that coincides with your personal interests in the field of political science.  This course will then provide you with an understanding of what are the most effective and useful approaches to developing an argument-centered question, testing your question, and presenting evidence to support your claims.  

Course objectives  
From this course, you should be able to:

1. Examine the ways your own personal bias manifests itself in political arguments;

2. Synthesize literature on a topic of your choosing;

3. Identify a political puzzle;

4. Develop an argument-driven research project; 

5. Understand effective ways in which scholars collect data and conduct research;

6. Interpret political debates using evidence-based inquiry;

7. Discuss the issue of political bias with a high degree of expertise;

8. Extinguish political myths based on conjecture & non-evidence based reasoning;

9. Read the common statistical tables presented in mainstream academic journals;

10. Understand common statistical graphics presented in mainstream journals;

11. Speak and debate publicly; 

12. Use Microsoft Excel for graphics to present research;

13. Conduct an formal political survey interview;

14. And much, much more!

Required Texts
Weisberg, Herbert.  2005. The Total Survey Error Approach: A Guide to the New 

Science of Survey Research Paperback, ISBN-13: 978-0226891286 ISBN-10: 0226891283
Gierzynski, Anthony.  2013.  Harry Potter and the Millennials: Research Methods and 

the Politics of the Muggle Generation Paperback,  ISBN-10: 1421410338
ISBN-13: 978-1421410333
Belcher, Wendy Laura.  2009.  Writing Your Journal Article in Twelve Weeks: A Guide to 

Academic Publishing Success Paperback,  ISBN-13: 978-1412957014 ISBN-10: 

141295701X
CLASS SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE
AUGUST

week 1:   20

week 2:  (27)

SEPTEMBER

week 3:   3

week 4:   10

week 5:   17

week 6:   24

END SEPT/BEGIN OCTOBER

week 7:   1

week 8:   8

week 9:   15

week 10:  22

week 11:  29

NOVEMBER

week 12:  5

week 13:  12

week 14:  19

week 15:  (26)

DECEMBER

week 16:   3

( ) indicates NO CLASS

GRADING

Capstone Paper: 


………...40%

Assignments: 


…………….30%

Participation:  


  ………20%
Presentation: 

…………,.10%

To Get an A in this course, you should be an active participant in class, complete all of the readings, and demonstrate a mastery of the material through your written work and a proven ability to think critically. The quality of your work- on assignments, participation, and your paper- is the main determinant of whether you earn an A.  An important aspect of this course will be to learn how to develop the skills you need to conduct social science research.  I urge you to try to share your thoughts about substantive issues and skill development in a productive way.  There are various ways you can share ideas you have about the material or class discussion with me, to demonstrate your progress throughout the course: by participating in class discussion, by email, or by visiting me during office hours.  Please share your thoughts!  As a capstone course, the success of this class depends on full class participation. I will set up a D2L file, and expect you to post three discussion points before class every Wednesday.  The best comments will get extra points towards their participation grade. 

CLASS READING SCHEDULE
AUGUST

week 1:   20

· Introductions

· How to arrive at a research question

· Quick view of best research approaches 
week 2:  (27)

· No class, APSA meeting
SEPTEMBER

week 3:   3

· Examples of research design & implementation, A to Z

· Designing a Plan for Writing

· Starting Your Research Project

· Read Book:  “Harry Potter & the Millenials”

· Read Intro - W2 of Belcher
week 4:   10

· Advancing Your Argument

· Read W3 of Belcher

· Read: Total Survey Error Approach by Weisberg, Chapters TBD

· Read: Racial Bias, Articles TBD
week 5:   17

· Knowing Your Audience

· Read W4 of Belcher

· Read: Total Survey Error Approach by Weisberg, Chapters TBD

· Read: National Identity as Bias, Articles TBD
week 6:   24

· Reviewing the Related Literature

· Read W5 of Belcher

· Read: Total Survey Error Approach by Weisberg, Chapters TBD

· Read:  Partisanship as Bias, Articles TBD
OCTOBER

week 7:   1

· Strengthening Your Structure

· Read W6 of Belcher

· Read: Total Survey Error Approach by Weisberg, Chapters TBD

· Read:  Scientific Bias, Articles TBD
week 8:   8

· Presenting Your Evidence

· Read W7 of Belcher

· Read: Total Survey Error Approach by Weisberg, Chapters TBD

· Read:  Gender Bias, Articles TBD
week 9:   15

· Opening and Concluding Your Article

· Read W8 of Belcher

· Read:  Psychology of Bias, Articles TBD
week 10:  22

· Giving, Getting, and Using Others’ Feedback

· Read W9 of Belcher

· Read:  Replication Failures & Debates, Articles TBD
week 11:  29

· Editing Your Sentences

· Read W10 of Belcher

· Read:  Silenced Bias & Consequences, TBD
NOVEMBER

week 12:  5

· Wrapping Up Your Paper

· Read W11 of Belcher

· Read: Pro & Anti Religious Bias, TBD
week 13:  12

· TBD

week 14:  19

· Presentations
week 15:  (26)

· No Class, Thanksgiving Holiday
DECEMBER

week 16:   3

· Presentations
NUMERICAL TO LETTER GRADE TRANSLATION:

A= 91-100

B= 81-90

C= 70-80

D= 60-69

F= 0-59

FUN POLICY:  ALWAYS HAVE FUN TALKING ABOUT POLITICAL SCIENCE

NOTE POLICY:  DO NOT ASK THE INSTRUCTOR FOR NOTES.  BUT, TAKE THEM YOURSELF, AND REEP THE BENEFITS OF KNOWLEDGE BUILDING!  

ATTENDANCE:  MISSING CLASSES VASTLY DIMINISHES YOUR PARTICIPATION GRADE.  MISSING MORE THAN TWO CLASSES WITHOUT AN EXCUSE RESULTS IN A ZERO FOR PARTICIPATION.

****************

STUDENT ACCOMMODATIONS:  In accordance with the University’s Reasonable Accommodation Policy, any student in this course who has a disability that may prevent him or her from fully demonstrating his or her abilities should contact me personally as soon as possible so we can discuss accommodations necessary to ensure full participation and facilitate your educational opportunities. Please see the instructor by the end of your first class to make arrangements.  Requests for examinations should occur well before the exam date, and all communications should be done by email if possible, or in person if the student has in his or her possession forms to be signed and received by the disability center on campus.
RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS:  It is the policy of the University to excuse absences of students that result from religious observances and to provide without penalty for the rescheduling of examinations and additional required class work that may fall on religious holidays.

IMPORTANT NOTE:  Your professor reserves the right to alter the syllabus at any time.  The student should be aware that the reading schedule could change according to the material we are able to cover during a single class.  Keep informed!  The best way to do this is by attending class regularly.
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