P SC 3073-001:  Immigration Politics

Prof. Shortle






MW 1:35-2:40
Office:  Dale Hall Tower 214




Class location:  Gould Hall 155
allysonshortle@ou.edu




Office hours: W 2:45-4:00PM


Course description:  It has become clear that the issue of immigration has been a hot button issue in American politics. This is due in no small part to the emergence of an increasingly influential voting bloc in America, Latinos. Will this mean that reform will happen anytime soon?  Or, will other groups, values, and arguments stop reform in its tracks?  In attempting to answer these questions, this course will involve lively debate, in addition to daily discussions of current events involving immigration as it pertains to American politics.  An emphasis will be placed upon a group project that will involve a presentation.
Course objectives:  From this course, you should be able to:

1. Understand the complexities surrounding the immigration debate in America;

2. Synthesize literature on the topic of immigration and politics in a coherent fashion;

3. Analyze a major question of immigration politics, drawing on academic resources to bolster your analysis; 
4. Interpret debates on immigration using evidence-based inquiry;
5. Discuss the issue of immigration politics and policy with a high degree of expertise;

6. Extinguish political myths based on conjecture and non-evidence based reasoning;

7. Read the most common statistical tables presented in mainstream academic journals;

8. Understand common statistical graphics presented in mainstream academic journals;

9. Aid in the development of a policy, current affairs, or research-themed website;

10. Collaborate in a team environment;

11. Speak and debate publicly; 

12. Use Microsoft Excel for graphics to present research;

13. Convert a Word document into a .pdf;

14. Have the opportunity to learn about major problems of immigration policy from leaders in the immigration non-profit community in Oklahoma;

REQUIRED TEXTS

Huntington, Samuel.  2004.  Who Are We? The Challenges to American National 

Identity.  Simon and Schuster. ISBN-13: 978-0684870540 ISBN-10: 0684870541
Kanstroom, Daniel.  2012.  Aftermath:  Deportation Law and the New American 

Diaspora.  Oxford University Press.   ISBN-13: 9780199742721  ISBN-10:  

0199742723
Motomura, Hiroshi. 2006.  Americans in Waiting: The Lost Story of Immigration and 

Citizenship in the United States. Oxford University Press. ISBN-13: 978-

0195336085 ISBN-10: 0195336089 

Ngai, Mae M.  2004.  Impossible Subjects:  Illegal Aliens and the Making of 


ModernAmerica.  Princeton University Press. Print ISBN-10: 0691160821Print 


ISBN-13: 978-0691160825


Shelley, Louise.  2010.  Human Trafficking:  A Global Perspective.  Cambridge 




University Press.  ISBN:  978-0-521-13087-5 ISBN-10: 0521130875

ISBN-13: 978-0521130875
Tichenor, Daniel J. 2002.  Dividing Lines:  The Politics of Immigration Control in 

America.  Princeton University Press. ISBN-13: 978-0691088051 ISBN-10: 

0691088055
CLASS SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE
AUGUST

week 1: 18, 20

week 2:  25, (27)

SEPTEMBER

week 3:  (1), 3

week 4:  (8), 10

week 5:  15, 17

week 6:  22, 24

END SEPT/BEGIN OCTOBER

week 7:  29, 1

week 8:  6, 8

week 9:  13, 15

week 10: 20, 22

week 11:  27, 29

NOVEMBER

week 12:  3, 5

week 13:  10, 12

week 14:  17, 19

week 15:  24, (26)

DECEMBER

week 16:  1, 3

( ) indicates NO CLASS

GRADING

Exams (2): 

…………...40%

Group Project: 
……………10%

Presentation: 

……………10%

Policy Report Paper:  
……………20%

Participation: 

……………20%
To Get an A in this course, you should be an active participant in class, complete all of the readings, and demonstrate a mastery of the material through your written work and a proven ability to think critically about the subject of immigration politics. The quality of your work- exams, participation, and papers- is the main determinant of whether you earn an A.  I urge you to try to share your thoughts, in a productive way, in whichever format makes you feel comfortable.  There are various ways you can share ideas you have about the material or class discussion with me, to demonstrate your progress throughout the course: by participating in class discussion, by email, or by visiting me during office hours.  Please share your thoughts!  As an upper level course, the success of this class depends on full class participation. I will set up a D2L file, and expect you to post three discussion points before class every Wednesday, and select Mondays that will be assigned throughout the semester.  The best five comments will get extra points towards their participation grade. 

CLASS READING & EXAM SCHEDULE
AUGUST

week 1: 18, 20

· Introductions 

· Historical Foundations of Immigration Politics & Policy

· Read CH.1 of PIA

· Read CH.1-2 on D2L :  Evolution and Origins of Urban Politics in America
week 2:  25, (27)

· Political Machines, the Reform Movement, & the Myth of the “Nation of Immigrants”

· Read on D2L:   William Riordon’s “To hold your district: study human nature and act accordin’.”  1963.  Plunkitt of Tammany Hall.  E.P. Dutton and Co., Inc.:  pp. 25-28.  Steven Erie’s “Big city rainbow politics:  Machines revividus?” 1988.  Rainbow’s End:  Irish-Americans and the dilemmas of urban machine politics, 1840-1985.  Regents of California:  pp. 238-46; 298; 299, and 301-303.  Andrew White “City affairs are not political.”  1890.  (Originally named “The government of American cities”).  Forum (December 1890): pp. 213-216. Samuel Hay’s “The politics of reform in municipal government in the progressive era.”  1964.  Pacific Northwest Quarterly, Vol. 55:  pp. 157-169.

· CH 3-4 on D2L

SEPTEMBER

week 3:  (1), 3

· Institutionalizing “Antis” :  From Anti-Southern European to Anti-Asian 

· Legal & Policy-based Channels of Exclusion

· CH 3. & 4 of PIA

· Read “Americans in Waiting”, Chapters TBD
week 4:  (8), 10

· Finish “Americans in Waiting”, Chapters TBD

· Discuss CH. 4 of PIA
week 5:  15, 17

· Obstacles to immigration reform

· “Paired oppositions” & policy failures 

· Read CH 5 & 6 of PIA
· Film viewing:  The Other Side of Immigration

week 6:  22, 24

· The Role of National Identity

· Us Versus Them

· Read “Who are We”, Chapters TBD

·   Read D2L, Jack Citrin, Amy Lerman, Michael Murakami, and Kathryn Pearson. 2007. “Testing Huntington: Is Hispanic Immigration a Threat to American Identity?” Perspectives on Politics 
· Read D2L, De Figueiredo, Rui J. P., Jr., and Zachary Elkins. 2003. “Are Patriots Bigots? An Inquiry into the Vices of In-Group Pride.” American Journal of Political Science 47 (1, January): 171-88.
· Read D2L, Joseph Carens “The Case for Open Borders”
END SEPT/BEGIN OCTOBER

week 7:  29, 1

· Review for Exam

· Exam 
week 8:  6, 8

· Undocumented Immigration

· Read “Impossible Subjects” book

· Read “Illegal, Undocumented, or Unauthorized”: http://karthick.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/perspectives-sep2013.pdf 
week 9:  13, 15

· Deportation Policy: Solutions, or More Problems?

· Read “Aftermath” Chapters TBD
week 10: 20, 22

· Birth of the Era of Liberalization

· Pre and Post-1965 Policy Considerations

· Read CH. 7 of PIA

· The paradox of liberalization’s role in future anti-immigrant policy initiatives 
week 11:  27, 29

· Modern Policy Debate surrounding Immigration Control

· Read CH. 8 & 9 of PIA
NOVEMBER

week 12:  3, 5

· Review for Exam

· Exam
week 13:  10, 12

· Human Slavery in the 21st Century

· Read “Human Trafficking” Chapters TBD
week 14:  17, 19

· Read “Human Trafficking” Chapters TBD

· Readings TBD

· Start presentations
week 15:  24, (26)

· Presentations
DECEMBER

week 16:  1, 3

· Presentations

· Bringing it all together

· Final Thoughts, Concluding Remarks
NUMERICAL TO LETTER GRADE TRANSLATION:

A= 91-100

B= 81-90

C= 70-80

D= 60-69

F= 0-59

FUN POLICY:  ALWAYS HAVE FUN TALKING ABOUT POLITICAL SCIENCE

NOTE POLICY:  DO NOT ASK THE INSTRUCTOR FOR NOTES.  BUT, TAKE THEM YOURSELF, AND REEP THE BENEFITS OF KNOWLEDGE BUILDING!  

ATTENDANCE:  MISSING MORE THAN THREE CLASSES VASTLY DIMINISHES YOUR PARTICIPATION GRADE.  MISSING MORE THAN FIVE CLASSES WITHOUT AN EXCUSE RESULTS IN A ZERO FOR PARTICIPATION.

MISSED EXAMS:  If a university approved excusable, accommodations for a makeup exam will be made.  Failure to give notice of absence during an exam can, and likely will, result in a zero.  These will be determined on a case-by-case basis by your professor.

****************

STUDENT ACCOMMODATIONS:

In accordance with the University’s Reasonable Accommodation Policy, any student in this course who has a disability that may prevent him or her from fully demonstrating his or her abilities should contact me personally as soon as possible so we can discuss accommodations necessary to ensure full participation and facilitate your educational opportunities. Please see the instructor by the end of your first class to make arrangements.  Requests for examinations should occur well before the exam date, and all communications should be done by email if possible, or in person if the student has in his or her possession forms to be signed and received by the disability center on campus.
RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS

“It is the policy of the University to excuse absences of students that result from religious observances and to provide without penalty for the rescheduling of examinations and additional required class work that may fall on religious holidays.”

IMPORTANT NOTE:  Your professor reserves the right to alter the syllabus at any time.  The student should be aware that the reading schedule could change according to the material we are able to cover during a single class.  Keep informed!  The best way to do this is by attending class regularly.

GROUP PROJECT: Groups TBD (after full class roster is compiled)
“Public Policy Institute” Website: 

A Completely Fake (For-profit OR Non-profit) Non-Partisan Think Tank 

Mission:  Create website, building non-partisan awareness of the issues surrounding immigration policy debate:

1. There should be different tabs.  You should include, at a minimum, the following:

a.  “About” tab:  Include the website’s mission, providing a background for your institute.  This should also include a logo, as well as a graphical interface that is accessible.  In other words, this should make people want to continue to peruse your website and all of the important information you provide.  The onlooker should also realize why immigration policy is important after having clicked onto your page.

b. “Areas of Expertise” tab: Include the areas of expertise upon which each member of your group will focus their final report

i. Include a couple of videos of experts discussing important issues- from 2 to 5 minutes long

c. “Publications” tab:  Include .pdf links to policy reports concerning the important issues your website highlights (the reports will serve for a portion of your final grade)

d. “News & Events” tab:  Include blog of current events- these can be short descriptions of relevant occurrences involving current events surrounding the immigration debate.  These are not meant to be in-depth, but can quickly highlight potential problems and/or solutions to recent political debates involving immigration at any level (local, state, national).  You should be trying to attain a newsfeed feel here, making the onlooker feel like you are providing up-to-date information about a variety of immigration policy-related events.

e. “Research Resources” tab:  Include links to other relevant sources of information, websites, etc.

f. “Bio” tab:  Include list of contributors, experts, etc.- picture, fun facts, and/or reason for interest in immigration policy are permissible.  

g. Button with paypal information, or advertising revenue (if for-profit)
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