P SC 3033:  Religion & Politics
Professor Shortle 





MW 3:00PM-4:15PM

Office:  212 Dale Hall Tower




Physical Sciences Center 224

Email:  allysonshortle@ou.edu



Office Hours:




Phone:  405-325-0482





by appointment (email)
Course Description: Is God in the Voting Booth?  In order to investigate the intersection between religion and politics in America, this course will involve an in-depth conversation about the explicit and implicit impact of religion on the American political system. We will also address fundamental questions of how widely accepted societal beliefs, morally traditionalistic organizations, and subcultures associated with religious communities in America paint the political discourse. The main goal of this course will ultimately be to understand how religion affects politics and how politics affect religion, as opposed to an exploration of questions of morality. This course takes place from Monday, January 14th to Wednesday, May 1st.
 Texts: 

· Djupe, Paul and Christopher Gilbert. 2009. The Political Influence of Churches.  Cambridge University Press.
· Lambert, Frank.  2010.  Religion in American Politics:  A Short History. Princeton University Press.

· McDaniel, Eric L.  2008.  Politics in the Pews:  Political Mobilization of Black Churches.  University of Michigan Press.

Summary of Course Requirements and Calculation of Final Grade:

1. Class participation: 20%

2. Research Paper:  30%

3. Exams (4 X 10%):  40%

4. Final Exam:  10%

Requirements & Evaluation:

CLASS PARTICIPATION:  20% 

· Absences: You must fill out an excused absence form for every class that you miss.  I ask that you let me know at least 24 hours in advance when you are certain that you will be missing a specific class.  See absence request form.  You will lose TWENTY percentage points from your total participation grade for every unexcused absence. You will lose TEN percentage points from your total participation grade for every excusable absence over the excused absence limit (you are allotted TWO excused absences). 
· Grading: Participation in class discussion is essential to the success of this course. 

· How does a student ensure a grade of 20/20?: 1. Come to every class!!!!  2. Let your thoughts known.  3. If you struggle with public displays of cognition (e.g., public speaking), talk to the professor to let your thoughts known. 4. Generally speaking, if you have not let me know who you are and what you think by the tenth week, your participation grade will suffer.  Communicate your thoughts to me (in class, office hours, email, etc.)!
· Is there such thing as bad participation?  The short answer to this question is yes.  While I encourage conversation as much as possible, the following forms of participation should be avoided:  disparaging remarks (biggest NO NO), tangents of any kind, overuse of metaphors, anecdotal evidence to support your claims, etc.  These should all be obvious, but let’s work together to make sure conversation stays as productive as possible.  Thank you in advance!

· Note policy:  If you miss class, do not ask your professor for notes.  Students are of course allowed to share notes, but it is inappropriate to ask the professor for notes for the classes you miss.
RESEARCH PAPER: 30%

· You will then write a TEN PAGE paper about a public opinion related subject.  Additional details about the paper will be discussed in class.

· Advice: Start early!!

· This paper will be due by email, Thursday May 9th at 11:59 CST.
EXAMS:  40%

4 X 10
· Format:  There will be four exams during the regular semester of this course. Exams will include multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions to gauge your comprehension of the readings and class discussions. All exams should take anywhere from 10-40 minutes to complete.

· Advice:  I frequently test students by asking questions that require lists, bullet points, etc. 

FINAL EXAM:  10%

· Format:  Take home essay, which will not be comprehensive.  
· Due Date: via email, at the absolute latest by Thursday May 9th by 11:59PM (CST).
Office Hours Agenda Sheet
Name:______________________________________

1. How may I help you?  In the space below, please provide me with a summary of what types of questions you would like answered, or anything else that you would like addressed during our meeting. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Please provide me with THREE or more times in which you would be able to meet with me.  These times include most times from 9:00AM to 5:00PM (Monday to Friday), EXCLUDING the days/hours of MW 3:00PM-4:15PM & MWF 11:30AM-12:20PM. I should respond to your request within 48 hours. 
a. ________________________________________________________________
b.__________________________________________________________________

c.__________________________________________________________________

d.__________________________________________________________________
e.__________________________________________________________________

NOTE:  This form is meant to encourage you to organize your thoughts before discussing the subject you would like addressed.  I am happy to help you succeed in your academic pursuits, and I look forward to our meeting! 

Excused Absence Form
 REQUEST #:  1     2   (Circle)
1. Purpose of absence:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Date/s of class absence:
_____________________________________________
3. Documentation (Attach all documents to this form)*:
By signing this document, 

· VERACITY:  I acknowledge that all statements I have made in this form are true and all documents I have provided are valid.  If any statements or documents provided in the excused absence form are determined to be false, I will receive a score of zero for my participation grade.

· 24 HOURS NOTICE:  I am aware that my absence will be considered excused only if I provide notice at least 24 hours before my absence, with an exception made only in the case of a sudden or unexpected emergency.

· UNEXPECTED ABSENCES:  I am aware that in the case of an unexpected or sudden emergency, I should make my absence known to Professor Shortle before the start of the class session that will be missed, or alternatively as soon as possible. 

· SICKNESS WITHOUT A DOCTOR’S NOTE:  I am aware that if the purpose of my absence is a sickness that is unaccompanied by a doctor’s note, I am not required to provide documentation, but I am still required to fill out and return the excused absence form.

· FORM SUBMITTAL PROCEDURE:  I am aware that I must fill out, sign, and return the excused absence form to Professor Shortle after I miss any class session, regardless of the purpose of my absence.  I am aware that failure to return the excused absence form by the class immediately following my absence will result in a deduction in my attendance grade.
______________________________________________

Print Name Here

______________________________________________        _______________________

Student’s Signature





Date (of form submission) 

I.  ORIGINS AND HISTORICAL DEBATES
Introduction:  What is Religion in a Political Context?
1: M January 14th to W January 16th
------Introduction to the course
------William Rhys.  1996.  “Religion as a Political Resource:  Culture or Ideology?”  Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion.  35:  368-378.  FIND THROUGH OU DIGITAL RESOURCES (THROUGH LIBRARY HOMEPAGE).
2: M January 21st to W January 23rd
------NO CLASS ON MONDAY
------Robert Bellah, “Civil Religion in America,” 1967.  LINK TO ARTICLE:

· http://studio.berkeley.edu/coursework/moses/courses/FS108F10BBk/Robert_N._Bellah_Biblical_Reli.pdf
------Stephen Carter, “Religion as a Hobby,” 1987.  LINK TO PDF DOWNLOAD:

· http://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3257&context=fss_papers
Religion at the Nation’s Beginning: Founding fathers, Deism, & the Church
3: M January 28th to W January 30th
------Frank Lambert, Religion in American Politics, Chapter 1

------D2L article

Democratization of religion in American:  Does freedom translate into more or less religiosity?
4: M February 4th to W February 6th
------Frank Lambert, Religion in American Politics, Chapter 2

------FIRST EXAM ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6TH
Capitalism of American Christianity

5: M February 11th to W February 13th
------Frank Lambert, Religion in American Politics, Chapter 3

------John Dart, “Going Mega:  The trend toward bigger churches.”  Christian Century.

------Marion Maddox, “ ‘In the Goofy Parking Lot’: growth churches as a novel religious form of late capitalism’.”  Social Compass. 

The Compatibility of Faith & Science
6: M February 18th to W February 20th
------Frank Lambert, Religion in American Politics, Chapter 4

------Framing Creationism (article TBD)

II. RELIGIOUS INFLUENCES ON AMERICAN POLITICAL BEHAVIOR
A theory of social networking effects
7: M February 25th to W February 27th
------Paul Djupe and Christopher Gilbert, The Political Influence of Churches, Introduction to Chapter 2
The church effect on public opinion, civic skills, & political mobilization
8: M March 4th to W March 6th
------Paul Djupe and Christopher Gilbert, The Political Influence of Churches, Chapters 3-5
Gender & the church
9: M March 11th to W March 13th
------Paul Djupe and Christopher Gilbert, The Political Influence of Churches, Chapters 6-7

------SECOND EXAM ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13TH
10: M March 18th to W March 20th
------NO CLASS!!! Extra time to study and write your masterpiece!!!

Political Mobilization across racial/ethnic groups
11: M March 25th to W March 27th 
------Eric L. McDaniel, Politics in the Pews:  Mobilization of Black Churches
------R. Kari Brown, “Religion, Political Discourse, and Activism Among Varying Racial/Ethnic Groups in America.” Rev Religious Res.  53:  301-322.
III. THE EVOLUTION OF RELIGION IN AMERICAN POLITICS
Religious & Political Liberalism & the Rise of Big Government in America
12: M April 1st to W April 3rd
------THIRD EXAM ON MONDAY, APRIL 1ST

------Frank Lambert, Religion in American Politics, Chapter 5  “Political & Religious Liberalism?  The Rise of Big Government”

Religion’s role in helping parties “own” political issues & events 
13: M April 8th to W April 10th
------Chapter 6 & 7, Discussion of how religion is used by the political left and right, “Civil Rights” & Reagan’s “Moral majority”

------NO CLASS ON WEDNESDAY
The religious Left & a culture war for the 21st Century
Week 14: M April 15th to W April 17th
------FOURTH EXAM ON MONDAY, APRIL 15TH

------Chapter 8  “Rise of the Religious Left? 

IV. FUTURE DIRECTIONS FOR RELIGION & POLITICS RESEARCH
Secularism, religious outsiders, and defining cults
Week 15: M April 22nd to W April 24th 

------Molly Worthen, “American Christianity and Secularism at a Cross Roads.”  New York Times.

------Atheism & Agnosticism

------Differentiating cult membership from religious belonging

Politics as Usual:  Religious cues & partisan politics
Week 16: M April 29th to W May 1st
------articles to be determined on D2L
Final Exam will be a Take Home Exam.  Its Due Date is the same date indicated on the course schedule:  May 9th (upload to dropbox on D2L by 11:59PM Central Time).

Note:  I retain the right to change the syllabus at any point.
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